Deer Families
Deer Hill School News . November 8, 2019
Dear Deer Hill Families,
During today’s early release day, Deer Hill participated in breakout sessions that addressed
Social Emotional Learning (SEL). Led by experts within our building, we 1. further developed
our implementation of Responsive Classroom 2. familiarized ourselves with social thinking
strategies that guide students in navigating expected and unexpected situations, following a
group plan, and self-monitoring their feelings through the zones of regulation and 3. identifed
ways to attend to our own self-care because as the saying goes, in order to be there for
others, you must put on your own oxygen mask rst!
When thinking about our students and how we support their SEL needs, a topic that often
arises is peer relationships. While our hope is that all peer interactions are positive, that is not
always the case. However, this can be reframed as an opportunity for students to develop
important life skills that will serve them well into adulthood. One strategy we utilize at Deer
Hill is the idea of using your WITT. WITT stands for “Walk away, Ignore, Talk it out, Tell and
adult”. Using their WITT offers students speci c ways in which they can manage peer
relationships and empowers students to be problem solvers. An analogy I often share with
parents is as follows: When we swoop in and resolve con ict for students without giving them
opportunities to work things through, we can inadvertently send a message that they are
unable to do so. We then create students that feel fragile, like ne china. In contrast, I prefer
for students to see themselves as strong, con dent, and resilient – like a travel coffee mug!
Knowing that they have tools such as WITT builds that resilience in our students. That being
said, we do not tolerate bullying at Deer Hill and recognize that adults do need to intervene at
times (why that “Tell and adult” ‘T’ is so important). For more information on our SEL
philosophy, code of conduct and bullying policies/procedures please see pages 14-21 of our
Deer Hill Family Handbook.
I hope that you enjoy a wonderful long weekend in remembrance of our Veterans.
All the best,
Alex Sullivan
Principal, Deer Hill School

Veterans Reception and Assembly

Thursday’s Veterans Reception and Assembly was especially moving this year. What a
beautiful job our 5th grade speakers did! Congratulations to Will Santacroce, Faustina Millien,
and Madeleine Dubeau for their stellar writing that earned them a spot at the podium. We are
so grateful to Major Philip Mahoney, Cohasset VSO, for his collaboration on this event. The
attendance of Senator Patrick O’Connor and Representative Joan Meschino was also a
highlight! You can access the Veterans slideshow for a few weeks on our Deer Hill website or
through this link.

What I Need (WIN) Time
This week as part of our School Improvement Plan Deer Hill launched a Multi-Tiered System
of Support (MTSS) initiative to support all student learning called What I Need (WIN) Time.
WIN blocks are 45 minutes in length and occur 2-3 times per week. While there is an English
Language Arts component, this year our WIN focus is primarily on math. During WIN, students
are grouped according to multiple quantitative and qualitative data measures and are
completing standards-based activities to further their development within the 8 mathematical
practices. A primary purpose of WIN is to stretch all learners and facilitate their growth as
mathematicians. WIN is not a time for new learning but rather an opportunity to gain depth and
breadth in concepts that have been introduced through our daily math instruction. If you have
additional questions about WIN, feel free to reach out to our Math Specialist, Chrissy Thonet,
our Reading Specialist, Sarah MacDonald, or me. For more information on the MTSS model at
the state level you can access the DESE website.

Start with Hello
This week’s Start with Hello campaign modeled on the national initiative launched by Sandy
Hook Promise truly ful lled its objective to promote a positive culture and climate in our
building, Deer Hill planned a week of activities to support the idea that we are all valued
members of our school community. The smiles were bigger than usual all week long!

Thinking Ahead - Accessing Progress
Reports
Term 1 for elementary schools ends on 11.27.19, and progress reports will be posted to Aspen
on 12.9.19. Hard copies of progress reports will no longer be sent home. In anticipation of
this, all families were earlier asked to create an account through the Aspen Student Portal. If
you have yet to do so, please access Aspen Student Portal Login Info and Logging Into Aspen
for the 1st Time to help you complete this process.

CEF Spelling Bee
Did you hear the buzz? The CEF 12th Annual Spelling Bee had some un-bee-table spellers! I
was so impressed by the well over 100 spellers that took part. Not only did they demonstrate
excellent spelling skills, but perseverance and bravery, too!

Safe Harbor Youth Ambassador Visit
October 23-October 31st was Red Ribbon Week. Youth Ambassadors from Cohasset Safe
Harbor led 5th graders in several activities. As part of their presentation, they shared that “Red
Ribbon Week is an alcohol, tobacco, and other harmful drug prevention awareness week that

we recognize every year in October. This week is a way of stopping people from putting
harmful things into their bodies. These harmful things can drive people to make bad decisions
that could hurt you or the others around you. Red Ribbon Week is one of the largest drug
prevention programs that encourages healthier habits nationally so we can end up with a
happier and safer community." The Youth Ambassadors’ goal behind the arts and crafts they
led was to shed prevention in a positive light for the kids. It was a pleasure to have these
young leaders guide our 5th graders in this important work.

Deer Hill Dates
School Council: 11.14.19; 3:00
Circus Week: 11.18-11.22.19
5th grade Circus Performance: 11.22.19
Trimester Ends: 11.27.19
Early Dismissal: 11.27.19; Thanksgiving Break
No School: 11.28.19-11.29.19; Thanksgiving Break
Progress Reports Posted in Aspen: 12.9.19
Deer Hill Winter Band & Chorus Concert: 12.11.19, 7pm
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